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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – October 21, 2015 
 

 
First Nation Reunites with Wasaya Airways 

 

 
October 21, 2015 – Thunder Bay, ON – Wasaya Airways LP today announced reunification with its 
ownership community Muskrat Dam First Nation.   
 
"Muskrat Dam believes in strengthening its relations with the surrounding First Nations and third 
parties. Muskrat Dam wants to strengthen its linkage to the economy by rejoining Wasaya," said 
Muskrat Dam First Nation Chief Stan Beardy.  
 
Chairman of Wasaya's Board of Directors, Chief Bart Meekis stated, "We respect the sovereignty of 
Muskrat Dam First Nation and the choices of their people.  We welcome our First Nation brothers and 
sisters from Muskrat Dam back to the Wasaya family with open arms. Muskrat Dam First Nation will 
return to its ownership position in Wasaya as though they had never left." Chairman Meekis continued 
to outline Wasaya's strategic objectives by saying, "the Board of Directors has given clear direction to 
our CEO. Be safe; be profitable; and, operate the business in a manner consistent with promoting all our 
First Nation's values and aspirations. Respect our Elders, encourage our students and ensure a bright 
future for our company and our people." 
 
"This is a significant step forward, and a vote of confidence for                                        
                                         "We have been restructuring the company over the last 13 
months fulfilling our mandate and priority to be a safe, profitable airline that offers opportunities for 
First Nations youth to pursue aviation as a career. Our team's priority is safety, and by focusing on our 
on-time performance and strategic objectives outlined in our new business plan, we have with 
enhanced our guest's experience, resulting in Wasaya Airways being the preferred airline of choice in 
Northwestern Ontario." 
 
Wasaya Airways LP is a 100% First Nations owned airline serving 25 destinations in Northwestern 
Ontario with an average of 60 daily flights and employs 315 employees, over 35% of which are First 
Nations.  
 
Contact:  
Sharon Smith-Baxter 
Public Relations & Communications Specialist 
Wasaya Airways LP 
300 Anemki Place, Suite B RR #4 
Thunder Bay, ON P7J 1H9 
 
Phone:  807.474.2351 
Fax:       807.623.8134 
Email:   ssmithbaxter@wasaya.com 
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